July 25, 2022


The Honorable Ron Johnson	     The Honorable Tammy Baldwin      The Honorable Tom Tiffany
United States Senator		     United States Senator	           United States Representative	
328 Hart Senate Office Building	     709 Hart Senate Office Building      1719 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20510		     Washington, D.C. 20510	           Washington, DC  20515

Dear Senators Johnson and Baldwin and Representative Tiffany,  
My name is Ronald A. Thomas.  I am an engineer, a husband, a father, and a constituent in your district. I am requesting your support for a proposal our family is calling, Kaytlyn’s Law, in loving memory of my beautiful, brilliant, 18-year-old daughter, Kaytlyn Madison Thomas. 

In the evening of Monday, July 12, 2021, Kaytlyn’s promising young life was tragically ended by an alcohol impaired (0.24 BAC), wrong-way-driver on I39/US51 near her family home in Mosinee, WI. Our family is embarking on this journey to garner support for Kaytlyn’s Law to prevent other families and communities from experiencing the pain and suffering of a similar tragedy.  We are requesting a national plan be enacted to realize the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) defined L5 fully autonomous vehicles (AVs) by starting with national automotive data standards.

Unfortunately, Kaytlyn’s story is now intertwined with several troubling statistics. The projected data for 2021 indicates that approximately 40,000 Americans will perish in auto crashes this year with historic studies indicating that 94% are due to human error. About 25% or 10,000 deaths are due to impairment, equally about 10,000 fatalities are novice and elderly drivers, and around 400 lives are lost due to wrong-way-drivers. This is an unacceptable offense, on our own soil, to our collective American Dream, causing great loss to our families, our economy, and our way of life.

As a development engineer who has worked with advanced manufacturing automation and digital technologies, such as Industry 4.0 and SMART manufacturing, I am confident that the SMART phone used by the at-fault driver collected enough data to know that the operator was impaired and driving the wrong way on the interstate. 

If a nationwide standard for utilizing automotive data was in place, “SMART cars,” this crash could have been predicted and prevented locally. At the very least, it could alert law enforcement and other drivers that someone is on the WRONG SIDE OF THE INTERSTATE. 

Truly, the only way to eliminate impaired drivers, wrong way drivers, and driving error from killing 40,000 Americans per year is to remove the human with automation. The standardized collection of anonymous driving data can accelerate the broad deployment of AVs, especially for us in data poor rural areas. In addition to the near-term benefits of supporting driver monitoring systems, as now authorized in the recently enacted Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act,  open-source data also supports the entrepreneurial development of 3rd party systems to retrofit the nearly 300 million vehicles on the road that will not have the newly mandated features. 

In short, if we act as a country to embrace this pivotal moment in AV system development, a national effort to utilize these data driven capabilities can keep more families safe, protect the novice and retired populations, and prevent impaired drivers from operating and crashing motor vehicles. This is our vision, our hope, for Kaytlyn’s Law. 

On behalf of the Thomas Family of Mosinee, Wisconsin, I thank you for your consideration. Your attention and action are greatly appreciated.  I look forward to discussing our proposal for Kaytlyn’s Law at your earliest convenience. 

Sincerely, 



BSME (’00 UW-Madison), MSEng, MSPM (’02 & ’03 UWP), Ed.D. Candidate (UW-Stout ’22)
143990 Mount Vista Rd
Mosinee, WI 54455
thomasr@kmtmf.org
